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• The valley includes the whole Lusatia region in Eastern 
Germany bordering Poland and Czech Republic

• Lusatia is located in Brandenburg and Saxony

• Economic transition from a lignite based industry to green 
energy and industry 

➢ strengthened by very high state investments in 
infrastructure, research & industrial area developments

• The application for becoming a Net Zero Valley focusses on 11 
industrial areas within Lusatia with more than 800 hectares 
(2000 acres)

• Industrial areas range from 15 to 316 ha

• connections to power grid vary from 50 to 310 KV

• Connections to hydrogen pipeline planned for some areas

• Areas are directly or well connected to the motorway and 
railway network

Net Zero Valley Lusatia - Geography



Planned investment benefits in Net Zero Valleys
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• Prioritisation, simplification and streamlining of processes
• “High public interest” dominates authorities in decision making / approv.
➢ Authorities in Lusatia eager to showcase speed!

• Simplified legal framework (currently in discussion e.g. environmental 
laws, state aid laws, construction/building laws, data privacy etc.)

➢ Cooperation with “Länder” to develop and implement simplifications!

• Implementation of new training content / education for these future 
technologies securing a skilled workforce

➢ Use of existing networks (due to economic transformation) & educational 
institutions for securing skilled workforce in Lusatia!

• Highest possible co-financing rates in fundings/subsidies
• EU member states required to develop national actions
➢ Special fundings in Lusatia due to coal phase out!

Very fast           
approval processes

Less bureaucracy

Net Zero Academy

Easy access to flexible 
fundings / subsidies

In order to increase the share of net zero technologies produced in the EU by 2030 Net Zero Valleys shall be 
special geographic zones in which extraordinary attractive conditions for investments apply
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• NZVL focusses on a few related technologies in order to form a cluster: 

• Battery and energy storage technologies (Art. 4 (1) c NZIA)

• Hydrogen technologies (Art. 4 (1) e NZIA) incl. electrolysers + fuel cells

• Smart grid technologies including electric charging technologies for 
transport and grid digitalization technologies (Art. 4 (1) h NZIA)

• Further technologies for integration and sector coupling, e.g. Power-
to-X, for generating heat such as (high-temperature) heat pumps or 
systems for producing electricity-based fuels

• NZVL leverages the economic transformation in Lusatia:

• New research institutes focussing on the technologies listed above

• Development of new industrial areas

• Rising surplus of renewable energy

• Free electricity grid capacity (due to coal phase out)

Battery and 
energy storage 
technologies

Hydrogen 
technologies

Power grid 
technologies

Power-to-
X

Net Zero Valley Lusatia - Focus
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